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On the 8th of November, 1828, the " Gazette "
had a prose article by Whittier on Robert Burns.
The next week he contributed an article on " Tem-
perance." Mr. Thayer was one of the first editors
in the country to publish regularly articles on this
theme, and he secured the ill-will of the dealers in,
and distillers of, intoxicants by his plain speaking.
He was also justice of the peace, and had a hand
in disciplining the "rummies." Mr. Whittier
assisted him in this warfare upon the saloons, and
after Mr. Thayer removed to Philadelphia, "Whittier
wrote to him February 16,1836 : " Esquire Parker
wishes me to remember him to thee. We have
been lamenting over thy departure, and wishing it
were possible for thee to sit once more in judgment
over the rascals that are now ' unwhipped of jus-
tice.' Parker wishes me to tell thee, that as the
only way of keeping the streets clear of the ' rum-
'uns,' he has lately sent them off by the baker's
dozen to Ipswich."

One year later he had the satisfaction of writing
from Amesbury, whither he had meantime removed,
" I have one item of good news from Haverhill.
The old distillery has had its fires quenched at last.
C. has sold out, and the building is to be converted
into stores."

While attending the academy he boarded, accord-
ing to promise, in the family of Mr. Thayer, who
proved to be a valuable friend and adviser, not
only at that time but in later years. In a letter
to Mr. Thayer'^i son,1 written in 1877, he says:
" I never think of thy mother without feelings of

1 Professor James B. Thayer, of the Harvard Law School.